
He Tīwai Mātauranga Heaton
Normal Intermediate

Newsletter, 4 June 2026

June

Wednesday 10: Artistic gymnastics

Thursday 18: Canterbury cross country

Friday 19: 40 Hour Challenge

Monday 22: Rock Band concert, 6.15 - 7.15 p.m.

Tuesday 23: Canterbury rhythmic gymnastics

Friday 26: MOE allocated teacher only day

Monday 29: Mixx korfball tournament

July

Thursday 2: Music appreciation concert

Friday 3: Mid year reports released

Friday 3: End of Term 2, 3.00 p.m. finish

Monday 20: Day 1, Term 3

Thursday 23: Aerobics, hip hop competition

Wednesday 29: Heaton Open Day

Thursday 30: Whānau learning conferences, early finish

Friday 31: Year 8 ski trip, Porter Heights

August

Monday 3: ICAS Digital Technologies competition

Monday 3: Whānau learning conferences, early finish

Tuesday 4: ICAS Writing competition

Wednesday 5: Australian Maths competition

Wednesday 5: ESOL Whānau learning conferences

Thursday 6: ESOL Whānau learning conferences
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James Griggs, Tumuaki/Principal
James Griggs — May 17th, 2026

Kia ora koutou

Term 2 is well underway with Marae Visits completed and Tuesday sport going well. We have
been fortunate with the weather thus far, and we are enjoying using the much-improved
facilities at Nga Puna Wai. Thanks as ever to all those supporting our sport programmes in and
out of school time.

Please note our upcoming Teacher Only Day on 26th June. This has been allocated by the
Minister of Education to support the rollout of the new Curriculum, and our school will be
closed for instruction on this day.

Thanks to all for your support for Mr Hastilow, who completed the arduous trip from
Christchurch to Greymouth (with only 2 breakdowns) on his 50cc minibike to raise money for
the Cancer Society. I am pleased to say we contributed $638.80 to his team, which collectively
raised over $4,000.

You may have seen two communications from me via HERO in recent weeks. One on managing
winter illness and the other on the upcoming reporting round, both of which provide useful
information on these topics.

I recently had the joy of watching our students perform at Show Quest and seeing some of our
wonderful Wearable Arts creations on stage at the Town Hall. Thanks to Mrs Hill and Mrs
Bourne for putting this together and to the students involved for representing us so well. I
would also like to congratulate our Kids Lit team, Julia Hawes, Clara Lee, Pearse Healy, and Ben
Watson, who have won the regional competition and will fly up to Wellington with Ms Boniface
on the 13th June to compete in the National competition.

Finally (and I know I go on about this a bit), I wanted to once again encourage some hi-vis when
coming and going to school. Having watched an ambulance come and collect a child from
Papanui Road today (not one of ours, but could easily have been), I am reminded each day of
how hard it is for drivers to see in low winter sun or on overcast days. We will soon be looking
out for students who come to school looking bright and fabulous, and who demonstrate great
road sense for random spot prizes! We still have Hi-Vis backpack covers at the office for $20 if
you would like one.

Nga mihi nui

James Griggs, Principal/Tumuaki
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Heaton Open Day and 2027
Enrolments
James Griggs — June 2nd, 2026

We invite all interested families to apply for 2027 enrolment prior to Friday, 28 August.

We ask families living with our zone  to apply by this closing date, in order for us to plan for
out-of-zone places accordingly.

Please visit the enrolment section of our website for the 2027 online enrolment form and
information/booking link for our Open Day on Wednesday, 29 July.

Please contact the school office if you have any queries.

Inspiring Action: Our 40 Hour
Challenge Ambassadors Step Up!
Boss Phanpho — June 2nd, 2026
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Inspiring Action: Our 40 Hour Challenge Ambassadors Step Up!

On April 29th, our dedicated World Vision 40 Hour Challenge Ambassadors  attended the
official Youth Leaders’ Conference. This inspiring event brings together passionate student
leaders from across the region to upskill, share ideas, and gear up for this year’s campaign.

The conference was an incredible opportunity for our student leaders to dive deep into the
core issues behind this year's challenge. Through interactive workshops, they learned powerful
new strategies to motivate, inspire, and mobilize our own school community.

A major highlight of the day was hearing from guest speaker Stacey Waaka—New Zealand
rugby sevens and rugby union star, and a proud World Vision ambassador. Stacey even
brought along her Olympic medals, using them as a powerful tangible example of the intense
hard work, dedication, and leadership she had to display while representing New Zealand on
the world stage.

"Hearing from someone like Stacey Waaka and collaborating with other students gave us so
many ideas," says one of our ambassadors. "We can't wait to bring that energy back to school
and show everyone how much of an impact we can make together."

What's Next?

Armed with fresh leadership skills and a vision for change, our ambassadors are already hard
at work planning our school-wide launch. Keep an eye out for upcoming announcements on
how you can get involved, challenge yourself, and help make a global impact.

A huge thank you to our ambassadors for representing our school so brilliantly and for
stepping up to lead the charge!
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Showquest Performance 2026
Janiene Hill — June 3rd, 2026

By Sofia, Room 6

On Monday, the 18th of May, some lucky students from Heaton were able to have the chance
to perform on stage at the Showquest competition in front of other schools, their friends, and
whanau.

Showquest, a dance, drama and music competition featuring technology and art sees eight
schools applying to compete against each other for top prizes and be able to have a stage
presence and have an experience. This is also a chance for students to show their skills in each
area and work hard with their group to produce the best possible product and perform on
stage in front of 100s, possibly 1000s of people.

Our school's theme was about what life might be like in the future for us and how AI is a very
powerful thing, but we need to stay connected with each other, have face-to-face
conversations and have the courage to not compare ourselves to others and be our own
person.

Dance, drama and technology were big parts, but so was the Wearable Arts as another part of
the overall showcase experience. Heaton took 4 costumes to display on the wearable arts
runway, which was called the TOI. A particular outfit made by Chloe and Rea and modelled by
Lucy won an award for good material. The outfit was called Bead in motion; there were over
1000 beads on the top and skirt.

Our rehearsals started in the middle of February, and everyone was thrilled to start. The first
rehearsal was amazing. We all found out what we were going to be doing for the show. There
were lots of roles like dancers, fairies, and AI

characters; that was where the fun started. We all learned our dances and our places. It took a
while to make the dances look as good as they did. The rehearsals were sometimes hard and
stressful, with leaders and choreographers pushing through and through with their group until
the final product was ready to show the teacher and the relief and joy of having everything
ready to be put together as one flooded through the whole group as now we only had to
practise and practise it as we watched it get better and better and come together to replicate
our storyline.

Our first dress rehearsal with costumes and some makeup was a blast. Emotions and
excitement were high when finding out what we were going to be wearing and to find out how
some of us were going to use our costumes to change others in the show and some of our
costumes were going to be able to change to really help sell the story in our performance.
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At 8:40am on Monday, the 18th, the day of Showquest, the bus ride was filled with adrenaline
and loud, excited chatter. Everyone was thrilled that the day had finally come, and we were
going to get to display our skills and hard work in front of many people and some amazing
performers and judges. At the arrival at the Town Hall we were talked to by the leader of the
whole showquest. They told us how the day would look and what was happening that day.

After watching many other groups perform, we all had butterflies in our stomachs and
excitement brewing. We were ready to get out on the stage and give it everything we had.
Those 8 minutes on stage were so nerve-racking. Waiting backstage to show what we have
worked so hard for. In the end, we were so happy with what we had done. Our hard work had
paid off. We did the best we could.

At the end of our performance, the two student captains, Sofia and Lucy went up to answer
questions about their performance. The two student captains did an amazing job answering
the questions so clearly and strongly.

For the two student captains Sofia and Lucy being on stage for the final awards ceremony was
a surreal experience being up there with all of the other leaders as a whole group with the
judges, too this was a privilege in itself but at the end Heaton came out with 2 certificates for
recognition in technology thanks to our lighting crew and recognition in art thanks to our artist
Harriet's amazing drawing. We all felt a weight lift off of our shoulders. Our hard work had been
displayed and even though there may have been some emotion after not placing in the top
three, we had still got the same amount out of the experience, just like every other school.

Our wearable arts students did an awewome job of their costumes as well here is some
information about each costume and

The Heart's High Note: Drawing from the iconic Queen of Hearts and the energy of a musical
superstar, this garment uses the power of red to represent a 'high note' of intense love, royal
passion, and pure happiness.

Bead in Motion: A story of how tiny, ordinary fragments are woven together to create a
powerful and extraordinary masterpiece, representing the strength and beauty found in
patience and detail.

Tiaki i te Moana - Protect the Ocean:  A powerful plea for our dying oceans that uses recycled
materials to tell the story of the turtles, fish, and coral struggling to survive the overwhelming
weight of human pollution.

Divided Depths: This garment explores the haunting mystery of the unexplored ocean,
contrasting the legendary beauty of a lost civilization with the terrifying, hidden creatures that
rule the darkness of the deep.

In conclusion, Showquest was a night that will never be forgotten.

Thank you, Mrs Hill and Ms Bourne. Also, thanks to Mr Griggs, Ms Mundy and Ms Walsh for
your support on the night.
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Raukawa’s Magnificent Marae Visit
Joan Green — June 3rd, 2026

Raukawa visited Rehua Marae for a sublime cultural experience on
Wednesday, 27 May

After arriving by bus, we organised ourselves into a group. We walked across a bridge and then
waited at the second bridge. Then, the maioha (kaikaranga for Rehua Marae), Nan Te Here,
called to our kaikaranga (caller for our school group), Whaea Chrissy. When she replied, we
walked to the wharenui (the main building). The building had many carvings to represent
ancestors. There were two carvings on either side of the marae, and a statue in the centre with
a statue on the roof above it. We filed in and stood at our places to perform Ko te Whirika, our
waiata, and then our school haka, which Nan Te Here and the kaikōrero, Pāpā John, enjoyed.
There were amazing patterns on the walls and ceiling. We greeted the Nan Te Here and Pāpā

John. After our waiata and school haka, Mr Lange presented the koha (ceremonial gift). There
was a speech by the Pāpā John about the history of the marae, the carvings, and the Māori
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trade training programme. Next, we filed outside to get our shoes and lunchboxes.

Then we went to the wharekai, a large dining hall. We said the karakia “E Rongo”, then ate our
food. Some students went to thank Nan Te Here and Pāpā John. After the meal, we gathered
our Inquiry notebooks and learned about the marae, with Whaea Chrissy and the teachers of
Raukawa educating us about the carvings outside, the weavings and carvings inside, the history
of the place, and the parts of a marae. We learned about the patterns of the rafters; Rehua
Marae has a unique kiwi pattern that is only found in 3 marae in New Zealand! After this, we
lined up for group photos. Whaea Chrissy said, “Menemene mai, smile!” as we all posed for the
picture.

Marae visits are a wonderful way for students to learn about Māori culture. It was an amazing
experience to go to the marae with our kaupeka, and we learned so much. Rehua Marae was
an excellent place to visit, and it is great that Raukawa had this wonderful opportunity to do so.

by Zora, Room 2

Rehua Marae
Beth Walsh — June 3rd, 2026

Written by Sofia & Saoirse Room 6, Kōwhai Kaupeka

On the morning of the trip to Rehua Marae, we all felt very excited about visiting the marae,
learning about some of New Zealand’s history, the journey of coming to the South Island, and
about ancestry.

As we clambered off the buses, we gathered as a group with Whaea Chrissy and started to
walk towards the first bridge point. At the first bridge, Nan Te Here stepped out onto the
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mahoe and started calling in Maori for us to come forward. As we walked to the second bridge
point, Whaea Chrissy started calling back to Nan Te Here. We then proceeded to walk onto the
land and towards the marae.

We sat in rows, with the boys at the front and the girls at the back of the wharenui, to respect
the marae and make the greeting formal. We also sat with our shoes off and left them on the
mahoe. Then the Powhiri started, Papa John and Nan Te Here greeted us with a harmonised
song and we performed Ko te Whirika and the Heaton school haka. We had five students,
Mackenzie, Sabela, Saoirse, Koryn and Ava, leading Ko te Whirika, and Harry leading the school
haka for Kōwhai. This is how we showed our gratitude towards Pāpā John and Nan Te Here. Mr
Williamson and Pāpā John shared speeches in Te Reo Māori.

When the Powhiri concluded, we went to say a karakia kai and enjoy our morning tea together.
We recited the karakia as a whole kaupeka and dug into our food.

Pāpā John told us stories about his childhood and ancestors. We all enjoyed listening to what
he had to say and we contributed by asking questions. Each student had to complete a booklet
which had fun activities involving the Marae in it. We either had to draw some of the
kōwhaiwhai patterns on the walls, label different parts of the marae, and learn about what
some of the different symbols and pou mean.

In conclusion, this was an enjoyable visit for all the Year 8 Kaupekas. We learned about Māori
culture, history, and heard a lot of great stories from Pāpā John and Nan Te Here. It was really
fun getting to do some of the activities that we did at the marae, and getting to know more
about Māori culture and New Zealand history in general. We thank all of our teachers and
Whaea Chrissy for making it possible for this trip to happen.

Written by Sofia & Saoirse, Kōwhai Kaupeka

Primary Sport Canterbury
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Primary Sport Canterbury
Aquathon
Kate Henderson — April 30th, 2026

We were lucky enough to send 20 students to the inaugural Aquathon event, held in perfect
conditions at the Matatiki Centre in Hornby.

The event began with a 150m swim in the pool, followed by a transition into a 2km run around
a challenging outdoor track.

The overriding feeling afterwards was a sense of great pride and accomplishment by all of our
students who participated. Well done to all our competitors, and a huge thank you to the
parents who came along to support the team! We look forward to heading back next year.

Results

Congratulations to the following students for their top-three finishes. A full set of results can be
found HERE.

Leo S - 1st Year 7 Boys

Hazel C - 2nd Year 7 Girls

Ellie C - 1st Year 8 Girls

Alice C - 2nd Year 8 Girls
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Ngā Puna Wai Rugby League
Tournament
Kate Henderson — April 30th, 2026

After a cancellation on Wednesday, our Rugby League squad was excited to hit the ground
running on Thursday! It was a spectacular day with perfect conditions, and it was great to get a
sneak peek at where our winter sport will be played this season.

This is the first time Heaton has entered this tournament, and we are very thankful to Harry
and Tim for taking the time to coach the teams and make this opportunity possible.

The teams competed in the 'play' grade and had a fantastic time against some challenging
competition. Congratulations to Moss, who was named Player of the Day for the Gold team,
and Maddox, who was Player of the Day for the Yellow team.

We look forward to seeing our Rugby League programme continue to grow in popularity over
the coming seasons!

Student Absence/Appointments
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Student Absence/Appointments
James Griggs — February 10th, 2026

To assist us with ensuring the safety of our students during the school day, please remember
the following procedures on student absence/appointments.

If your child is going to be absent or late to school,  please contact school via the Hero App
before 9.00 a.m. on each day of absence or lateness. Students arriving late to school must
report to the student reception desk on arrival in order to sign in.

If your child has an appointment  and you wish to collect your child from school during the
day, please email the class teacher or write a note with the time you would like to collect your
child from the school office. Your child will meet you at the school office and must sign out at
the student reception desk. We ask that you collect your child from the school office.  If
returning during the school day, students must sign back in at the student reception desk.

Future absences information can be emailed to the class teacher and
admin@heaton.school.nz

Heaton Policies and Procedures
Board of Trustees — February 3rd, 2026

He Tīwai Mātauranga Heaton Normal Intermediate School works on a subscription basis with
SchoolDocs, an online website service to maintain, update, and review our policies. SchoolDocs
provides us with a comprehensive core set of policies.

Policy Review

The policies are reviewed on a three-yearly cycle. However, feedback on policies can be sent at
any time.

2026 Policies for Review

Term 2 - Safety On and Off School Grounds & EOTC

Kura Swimming Off Site

Education Outside the Classroom (EOTC)

EOTC Governance Roles and Responsibilities
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EOTC Risk Assessment and Management

How to access the schooldocs policy website

1. Visit the website http://heaton.schooldocs.co.nz/1893.htm

2. Enter the username (heaton) and password (8542).

3. Follow the link to the relevant policy as listed.

4. Read the policy.

5. Click the Policy Review button at the top right-hand corner of the page to contribute
comments and ratings about the policy.

6. Select the reviewer type "Parent".

7. Enter your name (optional).

8. Submit your ratings and comments.

Alternatively you can access schooldocs through our school website Heaton School Policies and
Procedures. If you don't have internet access, school office staff can provide you with printed
copies of the policy you require and a review form.

Board of Trustees

Reporting student absence through
the Hero App
James Griggs — February 10th, 2026

Please report your child's absence through Hero. You will notice icons to access information
about the school term dates, calendar, school policies and procedures, and lunches. The
attached slides outline more detailed information about Hero's functionality.

A couple of things to note for reporting absence;

If your child is going to be absent or late, please explain in the further comments section.

If you want to report a future absence , please notify your class teacher and office
administration by email (admin@heaton.school.nz)
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Hero Information Slides

2026 Term Dates
Office @ Heaton — July 16th, 2025

Term 1:  Monday 2 February to Thursday 2 April

Term 2:  Monday 20 April to Friday 3 July

Term 3:  Monday 20 July to Friday 25 September

Term 4:  Monday 12 October to Tuesday 15 December

Additional Dates in Term Time:

Waitangi Day:  Friday 6 February

Good Friday: Friday 3 April

Anzac Day: Monday 27 April

King's Birthday:  Monday 1 June

MOE allocated teacher only day:  Friday 26 June

MOE allocated teacher only day:  Monday 7 September

Labour Day:  Monday 26 October
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Canterbury Anniversary Day:   Friday 13 November

2027 Term Dates
Office @ Heaton — February 11th, 2026

Term 1: Monday 1 February - Friday 9 April

Term 2: Tuesday 27 April - Friday 2 July

Term 3: Monday 19 July - Friday 24 September

Term 4: Monday 11 October Thursday 16 December

Additional Dates in Term Time:

Waitangi Day:  Monday 8 February

Good Friday: Friday 26 March

Easter Monday: Monday 29 March

Easter Tuesday: Tuesday 30 March

Anzac Day: Monday 26 April

MOE Teacher Only Day:  Friday 4 June

King's Birthday:  Monday 7 June

Matariki: Friday 25 June

MOE Teacher Only Day:  Monday 23 August

Labour Day:  Monday 25 October

Canterbury Anniversary Day:   Friday 12 November
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Community Notices
Office @ Heaton — May 17th, 2026

Page 16 of 16


	He Tīwai Mātauranga Heaton Normal Intermediate
	Newsletter, 4 June 2026
	James Griggs, Tumuaki/Principal
	Heaton Open Day and 2027 Enrolments
	Inspiring Action: Our 40 Hour Challenge Ambassadors Step Up!
	Showquest Performance 2026
	Raukawa’s Magnificent Marae Visit
	Rehua Marae
	Primary Sport Canterbury Aquathon
	Ngā Puna Wai Rugby League Tournament
	Student Absence/Appointments
	Heaton Policies and Procedures
	Reporting student absence through the Hero App
	2026 Term Dates
	2027 Term Dates
	Community Notices

